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Original and Best Picture of 


ABRAHAM LINCOLN. 


Owned and Published by GEORGE B. AYRES, Artist, Philadelphia. 


The simple incident of my having brought from Chicago, in 1867, a photographic negative of ABRAHAM LINCOLN fortu- 
J c=) 5 p > p. > 


nately preserved what is now regarded as the most absolute likeness of that illustrious man. 


The gallery in which I found 


it was burned within a few weeks after I left the city, and the Great Fire which destroyed everything, occurred in October, 
1871; my negative, therefore, happily escaped certain destruction by either of these. 


This negative was made at Springfield, Illingis, in June, 1860, by Alex. Hesler, then Chicago’s most competent photog- 


rapher, who visited Mr. Lincoln for the special purpose, immediately after his nomination to the Presidency. 


It is not only a 


good negative in an artistic and technical way, but considering that 1860 was a quite early date in the art of Photography, it 


possesses many qualities equal to modern work. 


No other portrait is so thoroughly life-like and characteristic of THE MAN. 


All that we know 


of his great qualities—sterling purity, magnanimity, Christian benevolence, heroic purpose, boundless patience, and exalted 
patriotism—all these, united in quaint simplicity, are manifest in the expression of this rare picture. 


Many of Abraham Ljincoln’s surviving friends—those who were his constant associates through all the years of his pro- 
fessional and political lifechaywe unmanimously attested the positive merits of this likeness, and therefore estab- 
lished its superiority over all others as the Ome unrivalled representation of our Martyr President. 


From these valuable testimonials I give the following ea¢vacts (for sake of convenience), but will be glad to furnish any 


of them complete, if desired. 


LINCOLN’S OPINION OF IT—As given by Mr. Hesler, 
the venerable artist, who had the honor of photographing 
the coming President in 1860 :— 


Mr. Lincoln was a man who did not care for pictures, especially 
his own. He said he could not see why any one wanted a picture of 
his ugly face; but he would sit to please them, if they wished it. 

When he saw the photograph I had made, he said, ‘* Well, that 
looks better, and expresses me better than any I have seen. If it pleases 
the people, I am satisfied.” 

CHICAGO, ILL. 


“The one man,’’ says Col. McClure, ‘‘who saw more of 
Abraham Lincoln in all the varied vicissitudes of his life, 
from early manhood to his elevation to the Presidency, was 
WiILLisamM H. HERNDON, who was his close friend and law- 
partner for a full score of years.’’ Mr. Herndon being de- 
ceased, his opinion is furnished by his co-laborer, Mr. JESSE 
W. WEIK :— 


When Mr. Herndon and I were engaged in writing the ‘* Azstory 


and Personal Recollections of Abraham, Lincoln, we were turnished with 
‘a cupy orcvery poor, mr or~tne Tear emanciparor ever maader 


Mr. Herndon, when the collection was placed before him, at once gave 
the place of honor to your picture. He regarded it as the most literal 
and characteristic portrait of them all. ‘ He’s a little fixed up,’’ he 
said (referring to the somewhat unusual neatness of dress), but there 
is the peculiar curve of the lower lip, the lone mole on the right cheek, 
and a pose of the head so essentially LINCOLNIAN; no other artist 
has ever caught it.” 
GREENCASTLE, IND. 


Mrs. HARRIET A. CHAPMAN, of Charleston, Coles Co., 
Ill., is the sole survivor of Lincoln’s early relatives, being 
now in her 72d year. Her letter, dictated to her son, R. N. 
Chapman, Esq., is signed with her own hand. 


Abraham Lincoln and my father, Dennis F. Hanks, were cousins. 
His step-mother, Sarah Bush Lincoln, was my grandmother. Wealways 
called Mr. Lincoln “ Uncle Abe.” 

Grandmother made her home with our family several years, and 
Mr. Lincoln visited her frequently, I also lived with his father Thomas 
Lincoln’s family when a girl, and lived some time with Mr. Lincoln’s 
own family in Springfield, Ill., and of course I knew him intimately 
all my life. 

During a visit in 1858, when he and Douglas were engaged in 
their great debate, I asked him for his picture; he sent one to me, 
framed, and wrote that it was the first photograph he ever had taken, 
adding that it was perhaps the best that could be made from such a 
poor subject. 

This photograph and your's are to me certainly ¢he most herfect 
and life-like of any I have ever seen, and they fully recall the familiar 
face of my noble “‘ Uncle Abe.” 


Major HENRY C. WHITNEY, ex-paymaster, U. S. A., 
and author of that admirable work, ‘‘ LiFe ON THE CIRCUIT 
WITH LINCOLN’’:— 


No one now on earth knows how Abraham Lincoln looked better 
than I do. I slept with him, walked with him, and saw him in all 
his moods and tenses. 

Your negative gives by far /he most graphic, striking and accu- 
rate picture of him now extant, I have always so expressed myself 
respecting this particular photograph. 

It shows him evactly as he looked during the greater part of 
his life. No one of his close friends ever liked the whiskers. Had he 
tried wearing them ‘‘on the Circuit’? we would not have tolerated it. 

All of the old set who were Lincoln’s companions, and may 
still live, will concur with me concerning the wonderful fidelity of 
your picture ; 7 zs beyond dispute. 

When Herndon was getting up his ‘‘Life of Lincoln,’’ I sent 
him a copy from this same negative (which I then obtained in Chicago), 
and he chose this likeness as the best of all for his book—just as I felt 
sure he would. 

BEACHMONT, MAss. 


Hon. JoHN Hay, Ambassador to Great Britain, and 
CoL. JouN G. Niconay, the distinguished authors of ‘‘ ABRA- 
HAM JINCOLN—A HisTory,”’ first published in The Century 
Magazine, went with Lincoln to Washington, as his Private 
Secretaries, and ‘‘remained at his side and in his service— 
separately or together—until the day of his death.’’ Hence 
their competency to judge concerning any likeness of him. 


THEY SELECTED THIS PICTURE OF LINCOLN FOR THE 
LEADING PORTRAIT (frontispiece) of their great work. 


From Mrs. EMity Topp HELM, a sister of Mrs. Lincoln: 


The photograph of Abraham Lincoln from the negative in your 
possesion is the truest I have ever had, and is as perfect as it could 
é. I prefer it to any I have ever had of him. 


ELIZABETHTOWN, Ky. 

Hon. JOSEPH MEDILL, veteran editor of the Chicago 

Tribune, and distinguished in the political history of the 
Northwest, naturally became the near friend and had a most 
intimate knowledge of Mr. Lincoln. 
A The truth impels me to say that your photograph of him, taken 
in 1860, zs superior in accuracy and fidelity to nature wo all the pictures 
of Lincoln I have ever seen. The pose is perfect, and ‘he character of 
the man stands revealed in this graphic picture. 

_ When you saved the negative of this photograph from the 
Chicago Fire of 1871, you did a valuable service. 

Mr. Lincoln’s hotel, during his visits to Chicago, was 
always the TREMONT HouSE, corner of Lake and Dearborn 
Streets, the old firm being, Gage, Brother & Drake. 

Our Mr. John B. Drake requests us to say of your photograph 
of Abraham Lincoln, that he considers it peryfect, as he remembers 
him. Nothing could add to its fidelity. 

THE GRAND PACIFIC HOTEL, CHICAGO. 

Gen. M. R. M. WaLace, before service during the 
War, was a conspicuous lawyer in Chicago, at whose office 
(Wallace & Whitney) Lincoln was accustomed to make his 
professional headquarters while in the city. 

. Your picture of Abraham Lincoln, kindly sent me, is the most 
Saithfully true to the great and grand original that has ever come to 
my attention. 

I knew him intimately when he looked just like that! 

HON. ROBERT R. Hirr, Congressman from Illinois, was 
the Chicago Tribune's stenographer and close companion of 
Lincoln (reporting his speeches) during The Great Debate. 

It is a faithful, expressive, vivid picture of his face; and as far 
as a bust representation will allow, of his manner, in the early part 
of 1860 and the preceding years. 


WASHINGTON, D. C. 


HORACE WHITE, ESo., of Zhe Evening Fost, New 
York, was a correspondent for the Chicago Tribune in 1858, 
accompanying Lincoln in his Debate with Douglas, and also 
through the general canvas. 


The photograph of Abraham Lincoln which you send me is 
exceedingly life-like. 
Indeed, J do nol see how anything could be better. 


Hon. LyMAn TRUMBULL, Secretary of State, and Justice 
of the Supreme Court of Illinois, Congressman, and United 
States Senator for eighteen years, knew Lincoln thoroughly. 
He supported him in all his anti-slavery efforts, and also 
drafted the Fifteenth Amendment to the Constitution. 


c Your photenraph of Abraham Lincoln brings vividly before me 
his face and features as I knew him. 
It is a most excellent likeness. 


Hon. CarL, ScuHurz, of New York, our First German- 
American, distinguished in oratory, literature and politics — 


I thank you very much for the picture of Abraham Lincoln 
which you have had the kindness to send me. 

I knew Mr. Lincoln well at the time when this picture was taken. 
The likeness ts perfect. 
No 16 East 64TH STREET. 


_. Mr. OLIvEeR C. ForDHAM, of Chicago, was honored 
with the closest personal intimacy; was really a favorite of 
Lincoln's, and spent much time with him at Springfield. 

I have no hesitation in saying that it is the best picture of him 

I have ever seen. 

‘ I knew Lincoln in the winter of 1859 very intimately. ‘The last 
time I saw him, in 1860, there was no perceptible change in his 
features. Certainly yours is the best picture he ever had taken. 

Major Whitney’s testimonial is correct in every particular. 


No. 24 SoUTH ADA STREET. 


James W. Somers, one of Lincoln’s most intimate 
friends on the EKighth Judicial Circuit of Illinois :— 


Your photograph shows Lincoln in his best mood ; with a gentle 
smile lighting up his noble, sympathetic face; delineating every 
feature, every line of his countenance, as we were wont to see it in 
the early days of 1850-1860, before the cares and burdens of his great 
office had saddened and hardened it; and: too, before the growth of 
whiskers which hid from view some of its most salient points. This 
picture is pre-eminently the one to recall to memory the kindly 
features of ‘‘HoNEST OLD ABE.” 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 


From GENERAL JoHN M. PALMER, United States Sen- 
ator from Illinois :— 


I saw much of Mr. Lincoln ‘‘on the stump’’ and in the Courts; 
became intimate with him, and our intimacy continued until his death. 
I know of no better ante-presidential picture of Abraham Lincoln 
than yours—and indeed ¢herve 7s none better / 
SPRINGFIELD, ILL. 


lawyer :— 

I unhesitatingly say that ¢his picture zs the best ever made of him. 
The camera found him in one of his best moods, and most faithfully 
recorded it. 

He looks here as we so often saw him through many years, and 
before politicians and rebels had vexed his soul. : 

Most of the pictures sent out, which pretend to delineate him, 
are the merest caricatures. 


From United States Senator DANIEL W. VOORHEES, 
of Indiana :— 


Abraham Lincoln was the most striking individuality I ever met. 
Your picture of him is ¢he very dest ever made, and in my opinion it 
would be zwzfossible to improve upon it. Mr. Lincoln wore no beard 
until after his election to the Presidency, and I always thought it 
detracted from the greatness of his wonderful face. 

I was not aware of the existence of such a negative as you have, 
and can only say that I congratulate the present and future genera- 
tions on the preservation of Abraham Lincoln’s face as it was known 
and appreciated by those who knew him best in the prime and glory 
of his manhood. 

TERRE HAUTE, IND. 


HirRAM BECKWITH, Eso., of Danville, Ill., was a law 
student in the office of Lincoln & Lamon, and thus had very 
intimate relations with his honored preceptor. 


To me the likeness is ‘he most natural and striking of all the 
hundreds I have ever seen. 

Accustomed as I kad been for many years prior to 1861, to 
Mr. Lincoln’s presence without a beard, and to his genial face before 
it was seamed with the cares that overcame it later on, all the subse- 
quent photographs of him appeared to me unreal. 

I took the pains to show your picture to a number of his sur- 
viving friends in Danville and neighboring parts of the county— 
jurors, clients, socials, etc.—and to them it was like a revelation! All 
of them said it was the best, deyond all comparison. 

From Cor. A. K. McCiLure, the distinguished Phila- 
delphia editor, and author of ‘LINCOLN AND MEN OF WAR 
TIMES ” :— 


Your photograph of Lincoln is the best picture of him as he was 
in 1860 that Ihave seen. I have carefully examined all the pictures of 
Lincoln that I could find, and I unhesitatingly declare yours to be as 
perfect as possible of Lincoln at that time. 

THE TIMES OFFICE, PHILA. 


Hon. JAMES R. DOOLITILE, ex-United States Senator 
from Wisconsin, was President of the celebrated ‘‘ Peace 
Convention’ held at Philadelphia in 1861, and one of Ljn- 
coln’s closest political associates. 


I have received your photograph of Abraham Lincoln, 

I was very familiar with his features, and I certainly think you 
have succeeded in representing him to the life more perfectly than any 
other. 

CHICAGO, ILL. 


From United States Senator SHELBY M. CuLLom, of 
Illinois :— 


To make a long story short, I regard your photograph of Abra- 
ham Lincoln as the very best picture extant,as he was before he was 
elected President of the United States. 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 


From Hon. JonN M. Scorr, ex-Chief Justice of Illi- 
nois, whose knowledge of Lincoln began on the Circuit 
with him :— 


Ikuew Abraham Lincoln well; and as I now recall with distinct- 
ness his features and personal appearance, I do not hesitate to say that 
of all the pictures I have ever seen of him, the one you have is the mos¢ 
natural and life-like. 

There is much in it that gives a pleasant impression, and it brings 
back to us who knew him personally, a view of Mr. Lincoln we most 
like to remember. 


BLOOMINGTON, ILL. 


From Hon. Justin S. MorriL1, United States Senator 
from Vermont, now in his unprecedented forty-third year of 
consecutive service in Congress :— 

I am glad to have your photograph of Abraham Lincoln. Un- 


questionably it is ax accurate representation of the man. 
STRAFFORD, VT. 


Hon. HENRY W. BLODGETYT, ex-Senator of Illinois, 
and ex-United States District Judge, a lawyer of national 
reputation, was one of Lincoln’s oldest friends. 


I consider your picture the best likeness of Abraham Lincoln as he 
looked in 1860, that has ever been produced. 

I feel sure that xo other could better portray the man as he ap- 
peared at the date of his first nomination. To me it is priceless. 


WAUKEGAN, ILL. 


Winr1am B. WILsoN, Superintendent, Mantua Transfer, 
Pennsylvania Railroad, Philadelphia :— 


Your picture of Abraham Lincoln is, I think, the best ever made 
of him, notwithstanding his face is without the beard which it had 
when I knew him. 

During the first year of his administration I had charge of the 
military telegraph office in the War Department, to which he came 
many times daily. 

Your photograph seems to me to have been inspired. 


~ 


WILLIAM OSBORN STODDARD, whose ‘“‘Lives ofthe 
Presidents’? has made his reputation national, was a Secre- 
tary of Lincoln’s, andyhad-years ofintimacy with him,in 
the White House. 


In my opinion, this picture of Lincoln has a peculiar value apart 
from its wnguestionable fidelity as a likeness: that is, for comparison 
with the pictures taken since 1860, The beard which he permitted to 
grow in 1861, whether closely cut or not, conceals much that many 
might wish to study. é 

Almost everybody, I think, would wish a copy of ¢h7s face as»it 
was before the lines and shadows were so very deep. 


MADISON, NEW JERSEY. 


LEONARD W. VOLK, whose fame as a Sculptor is so 
largely associated with his statues of Lincoln and Douglas :— 


At the time your negative was made, 1860, I had a print from it. 
Considering that photography was little understood in the West at that 
time compared with the present, I regard yours as a most excellent like- 
ness; well timed, with good modeling and development. 


DouGLAS MONUMENT SQUARE, CHICAGO. 


From Davip Quicc, Esq., an eminent lawyer of Chi- 
cago, who knew Lincoln well :— 


Please accept my thanks for the photograph of Abraham Lincoln. 

I became acquainted with him in 1855, and met him quite fre- 
quently, socially and professionally, for several years. 

I have no hesitation in saying that the picture sent me is Zhe dest 
and most satisfactory likeness of him I have ever seen. 


BORDEN BLOCK, CHICAGO. 


From Mr. NoAau BROOKS, author of ‘‘ American States- 
men,’’ ‘‘ Washington in Lincoln’s Time,’’ and contributor of 
Lincolniana to The Century Magazine :— 


I knew Abraham Lincoln with some degree of intimacy from 
1855 until the day of his death; and the photograph which you have 
made from your own original negative appears to me as ¢he only life- 
like picture of ‘‘ Lincoln before the War” that I have ever seen. 


New York, No. 10 E. 28TH St. 


Hon. CLARK E. CARR, ex-Speaker of the House of 
Representatives, Illinois, ex-Minister to Denmark, and a 
fully competent judge in Lincoln portraiture, says briefly :— 

Zam very much pleased with your photograph of Lincoln. 

GALESBURG, ILL. 


Mr. T. H. BARTLETT, of Boston, Sculptor and Art-Lec- 
turer, who for a special purpose, has deyoted many years to 
the collection and study of Lincoln’s portraits, writes :— 


I am very glad to give you my estimate of your photograph of 
Lincoln, after studying Lincoln's portraits for twenty-four years, and 
comparing) it with dozens of different ones, from the first one taken to 
the last. 

To me it is the most human and approachable one I know of. _It 
is priceless, and worth its weight in diamonds, It is indeed a beautiful 
and truthful representation af the man—before Lincoln wore a beard. 


Boston, Mass. 

Vrom CHARLES ‘“CARETETON’’ COFFIN, the renowned 
War Correspondent, 1861-5, and author of “dA Life of 
Lincoln”? :— 

It was my privilege to make Mr. Lincoln’s acquaintance the day 
after his nomination, in his own home, at Springfield, Ill. 

Your picture represents him faithfully ; his face smoothly shaven, 
his hair disheveled, his countenance expressive of firmness of character, 
yet indescribably fascinating by its amiability and kindness _I also met 
him frequently during his Presidential term, and walked with him 
through the streets of burning Richmond. 

This portrait is beyond question au: INVALUABLE REPRESENTA- 
TION of Abraham Lincoln. 

81 DARTMOUTH STREET, BosSTON, MAss. 

Mr. OsBorN H. OLDROVD, proprietor of the ‘‘ Lzzcoln 
Memorial Collection,’ now exhibited in the house in which 
the Martyr President died, and compiler of that treasury of 
patriotic wisdom and practical sense, ‘‘Zhe Words of Lin- 
coln,’’ writes :— 

I can easily understand why people should prefer it above all 
others, for it is decidedly the dest likeness of our lamented War President 
ever taken. 

This is the voluntary and unanimous opinion of all his old friends 
who have seen it here, and at his old home in Springfield, Ill., where I 
formerly lived. 

It gives the unique character of his face so much better than any 
other, and its whole expression is marvelously like what the people of 
Illinois were accustomed to see. 


WASHINGTON, D. C. 


GENERAL JAMES LONGSTREET, who since the war has 
shown a patriotic magnanimity equalled only by his skill as 
a true soldier, thus courteously acknowledges my Lincoln 
picture :— 

I have your fine photograph of the martyred President. 

I hardly know how to thank you for thinking of me in this con- 


nection, The picture is surely more 7//ustrative of the character and 
shyle of the man than any that I have seen. 


GAINESVILLE, GA. 
From Hrnry WATTERSON, Eso., the eminent Jour- 
nalist and conspicuous political leader :— 


Lregard your photograph of Abraham Lincoln, in many ways, as 
one of the most life-like pictures extant. Excepting the whiskers, 
which he allowed to grow atter this was taken, it is most true lo nature 
and the man, In artistic workmanship it could not be surpassed. 

Ishall hold it among many memorials of the dead President in 
my possession as one of the most valuable. 


COURIER-JOURNAL Co., LOUISVILLE, Ky. 


GENERAL JOHN B. GorbDon, United States Senator 
from Georgia, whose exalted patriotism has endedred him 
to the people wherever his inspiring oratory has been 
heard :— 


I fear that, in the confusion attendant upon the closing scenes of 
Congress, I failed to acknowledge receipt of the photograph of Abra- 
ham Lincoln which you so kindly sent me. 

It was not my fortune to know Mr. Lincoln personally, but of 
all the pictures of him that I have seen this is ¢he most striking and 
animated. 

ATLANTA, GA. 
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